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SAN ĠORĠ PRECA COLLEGE 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

Half Yearly Exams 2016 

 
Reading Comprehension       (20 marks) 

Award marks for comprehension.  No marks are to be deducted for punctuation, spelling and tense 
mistakes.  Deduct half a mark for every incomplete answer and incorrect syntax.  (Not more than 

half a mark per sentence is to be deducted. 

Section A:  

A. Underline the correct answer:       (2 marks) 
1. grandparents 2. pool    

B. Answer the following questions from the text: (1mark X 6 = 6 marks) 

1. Alicia likes the attic best.    
2. Alicia figured she could ask her grandparents if she could put a chair and a table in the attic.  
3. The book was on the floor in front of the trunk. 
4. 4. Find an adjective from paragraph 2 to describe the:   

     i) quiet  ii) smaller  iii) low 

C. List the correct order of these events. Write 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th on  
     the lines:              (4 X ⅟2 mark = 2 marks) 

     3, 4, 2, 1 

SECTION B: Answer the following questions: 

A.Tick to show whether each sentence is True or False:  
                (4 X ⅟2 mark = 2 marks) 

1. True  2. False  3. False  4. True 

 B:  Answer the following questions from the text:   (1 X 5 = 5 marks)     
1. Alicia didn’t take dance classes because she wasn’t the most graceful person and she 

worried she’d embarrass herself. 
    

2. She thought that it belonged to the girl who used to live in the house. 

Year 5 ENGLISH Time: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Marking Scheme 



San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams, English Yr 5, Marking Scheme        Page 2 of 3 

 
3. The diary belonged to Grandma Maggie. 

 
4. Grandma Maggie suggested to use the attic as a dance studio. 

 
5. Grandma Maggie promised to teach Alicia a few things about dance, if she helped her sort 

through all the stuff.          
C. Match the words in bold with their meaning.   (1 X 3 = 3 marks) 
 

1. graceful 4. place where an artist or dancer works or learns 
2. trunk 1. attractive and lovely 
3. twirled 2. a large box  
4. studio 3. turned round and round 

 

B. Language Tasks        (10 marks) 
 
1. Complete the following text.  The first one has been done for you as an example. (5 marks) 

 
am writing, miss/missed, is, are living, go, like, am working, is studying, is planning, sends. 

 

2. Read the story of a caterpillar. Cross out the incorrect homophones and  
     replace them with the correct ones. Each word can only be used ONCE.  
          (5 marks) 
 
1. brown 2. green 3. frog 4. red  5. plain 6. proud 
 

 
C.Written Tasks (30 marks) 
 

1. Imagine you keep a diary, just like Grandma Maggie.  (10 marks) 
 
Write a paragraph about how you spent last Sunday. 
Write down what you did and how you felt during the day.  
 
Deduct half a mark for each sentence if any tense and/or syntax mistakes occur.  (Not more than 1 

mark is to be deducted per sentence.)  Deduct half a mark overall for any spelling mistakes.  Any 
incomplete sentence forfeits the mark. 
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Composition              (20 marks)            

 

The mark is to be an impression mark to check the child’s ability to write correct sentence 
structures and a choice and range of vocabulary. The writing should have correct spelling, 
punctuation and an orderly presentation. 

 
Very Good 

The writing is constructed in an appropriately chosen form showing the 
development of the theme.  Detail and sequence are managed well. Ideas are 
organised appropriately into paragraphs and used effectively. The writing presents 
confident sentence structures, choice and range of vocabulary, style and skill in 
communicating. Accurate writing places the composition high up on the band. 

 
Satisfactory 

The composition shows competence in the use of language to communicate. The 
writing is coherent with the beginning, middle and end suitably distinguished. Ideas 
or events are logically related. The approach used might not be that exciting or 
original. Most sentences are correctly demarcated showing an understanding of 
sentence structures and fairly valid punctuation usage. There are mistakes, 
perhaps occasional gross ones, but not so many as to affect comprehension, or 
create incoherence.  

 
Poor 

The writing shows some awareness of the basic knowledge of composition writing, 
perhaps even having an opening and a conclusion, but it contains parts that show a 
significant inability to communicate immediately with the reader. Capital letters 
and full stops sometimes demarcate the ideas and sentences, but there are too 
many mistakes in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation and idiom, making 
communication nearly or almost impossible. 

While correcting follow the following procedure: 
(i) On a rough sheet list strengths and weaknesses along these lines: 

Strengths : presentation/ paragraphing/ sentence structure 
Weaknesses: punctuation/ spelling/ some obscurity 

(ii) In the light of your assessment of work as a whole, and taking into account: 

a) Content  b) expression   c) accuracy 

Place the writing in one of the three main bands on the grid below; then using your rough strengths/ 
weaknesses list, place the writing in the appropriate sub-band on the band chosen. 
This should give a fairly standardised mark for the composition. 

VERY GOOD Competent 20 19 18 17 16 
SATISFACTORY Pass 15 14 13 12 11 

 
POOR 

Weak 10 9 8 7 6 
Very Weak 5 4 3 2 1 

Writing which is “Out of point” or “Obviously memorised” should be penalised by starting at 9 marks 
respectively. Assessment is then at the marker’s discretion. 
 

                               
 


